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son I was, the night before," (didn't know whether I would stand his insolence or not,) " if he 'd' a knowed as I was a gentleman, &c." But I gave the old fellow a lesson on civility to " folks " in general, and a few words on the duty of a tavern-keeper, amateur or other, that I rather think he remembers.
On my arrival in London, I found at my father's a note from Mr. Buckstone, the manager of the Hay-market Theatre, proposing to me an engagement as leading actor of that theatre, for the season to commence on the following October: and, after an interview with him, the terms of our agreement were settled. In deciding on my opening part, Mr. Buck-stone was very much opposed to " Hamlet," or any other Shaksperean character, "for," said he, "it's no matter if you could play it as well as Jolm Kemble, a Shaksperean play keeps money out of the house!" Here was a prospect in a first-class Metropolitan Theatre ! I however adhered to my point, and " Hamlet " was finally decided on for the 25th October following. The theatre was to re-open on the 21th, and on the second night, I was to make my re-appearance on the London stage, after an absence of eleven years.
There was, at this time, performing at the St. James' Theatre, a company of German spillers (players), with the somewhat celebrated EMILE DEVJRIENT at their head. Observing "Hamlet" announced one night, I went, with my father, to witness the performance. It was SCHILLER'S version that was given; and it was so rights, I brought his captain-ship to reason, and the next morning extorted from him a kind of apology, on the plea that " he didn't know what sort of a per-
